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As a child, American human rights activist Simon Deng survived brutal enslavement by
Islamists and witnessed their destruction of his village in Sudan. Today, at 50, Deng is an
American citizen and one of the leading advocates for the rights of his people, the Christians of
South Sudan. In 2006 he organized a walk from the United Nations to the Capitol in
Washington D.C. to protest the massacre of Darfuri Muslims by the government of Sudan, the
same government that he says has brutalized Sudan's Christians, killing over three and a half
million since 1955 through slaughter and starvation.

Deng was joined on his historic Freedom Walk by basketball legend Manute Bol, originally of
Sudan, who played for the Washington Bullets and the Philadelphia 76ers. The march received
coverage in the New York Daily News and other outlets, gaining Deng an audience with
President George W. Bush, whose efforts to end the war between Sudan's Islamist government
and the country's Christian and animist populations produced a Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA) in 2005. This agreement provides for a referendum, in 2011, in which South
Sudanese Christians will have the opportunity to vote to form an autonomous nation. Today,
Deng reports that Sudan's Islamist government in the north is failing to abide by the CPA,
resulting in chronic food shortages, sporadic violence, and insecurity among Christians in the
south.

With high hopes for South Sudan's independence, Deng is working to promote alliance among
the U.S. government, the Israeli government, and a future South Sudanese Christian state to
promote international security. Recently the Center for Security Policy sat down with him to
discuss these possibilities, and to report on his experiences on the African front of the war
between radical Islamism and rest of the world.
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Below is the first segment of the interview.

Heather Robinson: I understand you were the victim, as a child in the 1960's, of the radical
Islamist government of Sudan, which has waged war on its Christian population intermittently
since 1955. Can you share with me a bit of your firsthand experiences of violence directed at
Sudan's Christians by the government?

Simon Deng: As a child, the first words I was taught were, ‘When you see an Arab, you have
to run, and you have to run for your life.' Year after year, we came to know a routine. The
village being burned, us being chased ... [We spent] days in the bush which is full of hyenas,
lions and snakes. We did not even have mosquito nets at that time. When we got one
mosquito net, the whole village would preserve that for the kids, to be the ones under that
mosquito net, and grownups had to stay out.

HR: The government burned your village regularly?

SD: Yes. ...Whenever we escaped, we came back to the village we loved and we [would] find
the horrible smell of people who had been burned alive. I smelled this. The two elders, one
blind, being burned alive. Grownup people, people who were too old to run. They were too
weak to run, and one of them was blind. These were the people that I knew...that we used to
play with...[They would] tell us history of the past, and now being told-remember, we are kids
now-being told these are the people that were burned alive. It was a horrible thing.

HR: Was this burning of villages official government policy? Why was it taking place?

SD: The village [would be] going through burnings every year. The government [would] come
and burn it down...not just human beings but this place, because according to them, we will go
to the inner city, where we would be converted to Islam. None of us knew this was their policy.
We only knew the horrible death, running when the machine guns come, seeing the bullets
flying and seeing my friends being shot, two of them. There were five of us. We were seven,
eight years old...And for us who remained running, if it was not for those who ran before us we
would have just gone and gone and probably I would not be here. Because people had to run
after us to stop us.
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HR: What happened to your friends who were shot?

SD: One died, one was shot in the leg and [crippled] for life.

HR: These were government soldiers purposely shooting at you-at children?

SD: The Sudanese Army, yes. To them, you are not a child, you are an enemy to be killed.
This [was] not just happening in our village alone, it [was] happening in the whole entire
Southern Sudan.

HR: How much of this do you believe was spurred by Islamist ideology?

SD: A lot of it...Omar al Bashir, the President of Sudan, has spoken about how he managed to
achieve the objective [of] converting more Southerners to Islam than any other President
before him. He did this not only through violence but through [withholding] food aid. When the
government in the North got food from international organizations and the United Nations, he
would control it. When starving [Christians] needed food he would say, ‘If you convert to Islam.'
When people are starving, they will do [what they have to] to eat.

HR: As you know, many people are unaware that radical Muslims are enslaving thousands of
Christians and animists [those who practice native African religions] in Sudan even today. You
experienced this reality firsthand and can testify to it, since as a child of nine, you were
abducted and enslaved. Can you tell me how you were captured?

SD: In 1968, my father decided to take his family to stay in the city of Malaka, in Southern
Sudan. He-this man who tricked me and took me into slavery-was in Malaka. His sister was a
neighbor to us...He was there for a month and was on his way to the North [Muslim part of
Sudan]. He ...asked me to help him with his luggage. He was a neighbor. He took me to a boat
and told me to sit next to his luggage because he has to go to the market and buy things and
he will come back.
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HR: Was he an Arab?

SD: Yes, he was.

HR: But, even knowing that the [Arab Muslim] North was at war with the black Christians and
animists in the South, you still were not afraid of him?

SD: We were not in a place of war. The war was being carried out in the villages, and this is a
town. But the war was being conducted in every single village in the Southern Sudan. Killing
and slaughter was taking place outside the town...there [was] also killing within the cities by the
government but not to compare [to the amount taking place in the villages].

(According to Deng, between 1955 and 1972, one and a half million Sudanese Christians and
animists were killed by the Islamist government of Sudan. From the early 1980's until 2005, 2
million South Sudanese were killed through violence and the withholding of food aid.
Thousands were enslaved.)

HR: At that time, did you hear that black Africans were being enslaved by Arab Muslims in
Sudan? I'm just surprised you were not suspicious.

SD: I had not heard of it at the time, no...so I was not [suspicious] ... The man didn't come
back immediately. What happened was, probably, he didn't go to the market. Because when
the boat started moving, when I started crying, he immediately came to tell me not to cry. To
convince me the boat has left, there's no way to stop so I can get out. The only way is to go to
the last stop, a city in the North, Kosti. And he will put me on the next boat coming back to the
South.

He is the only person I know in hundreds on that boat. I have to believe everything he says.

4/8

Interview with the AASG's Simon Deng

When we arrive in Kosti it turns out he has three other kids that I didn't know. They were on
the boat [with him] too, probably from other cities. We got off together with this man in
front...Probably he was tricking these kids [into slavery] the way he tricked me.

Before we left Kosti for the village, he got rid of two kids. What happened to them, I don't
know. He sold them, I don't know. He gave them away, I don't know. I was just carrying [in my
mind] what he told me, that he'll put me on the next boat so I can go back to the Southern
Sudan.

HR: Were these also Southern Sudanese Christian children?

SD: Yes, All Sudanese Christian kids. So, there is one other boy with us. It is two hours drive
or maybe an hour. Everybody is happy when we arrive. This man came from the South and
most important, he brought two slaves. I didn't know what the word is then, what is a slave.

The following morning there is a dispute, who is going to take the bigger kid? The other boy
was bigger than me, by two years, I guess. Nobody wanted to take me because probably they
knew what a slave will be doing, so they need somebody with physical ability, and I was a
young child. I end up being given to a family, not a large family. I ask them where is Abulay?
[the man who had kidnapped him but promised to return him to the South]. I was still [clinging
to] this hope in my mind, you see. I was told I should not ask about him because I had been
given to them by him - as a gift.

What came to my mind was, No. No. No. No. No. No. No. Because I could not believe what I
heard.

So for them to calm me down, they had to beat me down.

But nobody there had sympathy...nobody had any remorse that a child is crying. To them I'm
not a child...I came to know three and a half years of captivity...Understand that, from a very
loved child of my Mom and Dad, I became a piece of property...
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Somebody may decide whether I get to go to sleep or not, whether I get to eat or not...if there is
any leftovers, that is my food. I don't have a regular place to sleep as a human being. My place
can be anywhere, even the place where they keep the animals ...I have to make sure this place
is clean, because it is my duty to do all the domestic jobs.

I am nine years old.

Somebody may decide to say, "I called you and you did not say ‘yes,' so loud." That's all it
takes for me to be beaten. In other words, I know only one word, and that word is yes, and yes
to everything. People have to understand that, anyone who is put in a position where he or she
can't say "no" and can only say "yes" must even say "yes" to being violated. There are very
difficult parts [to remember] ... very difficult... that's why people have to close their eyes and
even for one minute put yourself in a position where you cannot say "no."

In their eyes, I am a slave, not a human being, not a child.

HR: You've spoken about how they offered you an option to be treated better?

SD: Yes. To convert to Islam and become their "son."

HR: Do you feel they would have treated you with more kindness, decency, or respect had you
converted to Islam? Were they better towards Sudanese who converted to Islam?

SD: At that time, those [blacks] who happened to be Muslim were being treated better, even
though not as well as Arabs. But [those blacks who converted to Islam were treated] fifty times
better than an ‘infidel'. For instance, if you acted like them and became a Muslim, you could
share food with them, [not just leftovers].
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HR: It is amazing you remained a Christian throughout your ordeal. I'm surprised they did not
just grab you and say, "You're Muslim now."

SD: In this one way, believe it or not, the mother [of the family] was nice to me because there
were...neighbors angry they did not force me into Islam, even to the point there were those
willing to buy me from them so they could convert me to Islam.

HR: Curious, despite the way they treated you, that they did not forcibly convert you.

SD: I look back now, the woman did protect me from the others who were worse. She would
say [when the subject of his religion came up], ‘Don't rush--'

HR: It's striking that in this one matter, religion, they seemed to have some respect for your
choice.

SD: They did not look at it as a choice. They looked at it like, eventually their wish will become
reality.

HR: Do you believe the way they dealt with the issue of your religion has something to do with
the culture of radical Islam? In other words, was it part of their ideology to break your spirit first,
so in their minds, they could believe they were giving you the "choice" to become a Muslim,
when of course in reality it was not a real choice?

SD: This is my story and what I went through. I would not speak so generally. But I will say,
after I got out of slavery and looked back to where my dehumanization took place at the hands
of the Muslims, I saw I was not alone. There are thousands of South Sudanese who went
through what I went through. There were those that took the option to convert to Islam. And if
you go to Sudan today you'll be shocked to see South Sudanese who look like [me] with shilluk
tribal mark ... but [who] took the option to convert and get an Arab name. Some of them are
even leaders in Sudan, in the North, being used by the North as footsoldiers [in the war to
Islamicize the South].
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